Megacities essay question:

Analyse the range of issues facing megacities


Introduction

Body

· Housing

· Atmospheric pollution

· Traffic congestion and infrastructure 

· Unemployment

· Water supply

· Crowding

· Sanitation problems

· Social issues – e.g. crime

· Health issues – e.g. access to doctors/medical facilities

Conclusion

Writing an introduction

Hints:

· Imagine that you had to answer the whole essay question in four or five sentences. 

· Use statements which are about the topic in general

· Don’t include statistics or detailed case studies

· Refer back to the question

Introduction – highlight and number the phrases that you could use in an introduction

Mega cities are different to World cities in that they are in developing countries and are generally larger and more congested. 

Megacities are urban agglomerations with at least 8 million people. 

Urban areas around the world are major centres of employment

Traffic congestion is such a problem in some megacities that drivers are allocated certain days that they are allowed to drive to reduce congestion.

They are characterised by a range of social and economic and issues. 

Air pollution is a major problem in Mexico city, where regular temperature inversions push air pollution downwards.

Examples of the problems faced in Megacities include access to housing, education and health facilities, high population growth rates, high unemployment, crime, acess to fresh water and sanitation problems.

Body paragraphs

· Each paragraph should be about one topic only.

· Each paragraph should begin with a general statement about the topic that will be covered in this paragraph. This is known as the Topic sentence.

· Include detailed examples to support your general statements.

For each of your body paragraphs, remember:



T – Topic Sentence


E – Explanation
E – Example

L- Link to the question
Topic sentences  - Highlight the topic sentences

Those employed in the informal sector do not pay tax on their earnings and as a result governments do not receive sufficient funds to be able to provide services for all of the residents. 

High unemployment rates are a major issue affecting mega-cities.

Access to housing is a common issue affecting mega-cities.

In squatter settlements, water pollution and rubbish collection are particular problems.

In Mexico City squatter settlements surround the city.

Piles of rotting rubbish attract rats and other pests which can then pass on diseases and illnesses on the humans. 

Megacities are severely affected by pollution in it’s various forms – water, air, and solid waste.

Paragraph 1: Housing 

Access to housing is a common issue affecting mega-cities. High rates of urbanisation and natural population growth result in a shortage of housing. In many mega-cities this results in high rates of homeless and the development of slum or squatter settlements. These are settlements which are made by the local residents out of left over building materials such as corrugated iron, scraps of timber and taurpaulines. In Mexico City squatter settlements surround the city. 


Paragraph 2: Pollution - Use the facts in the fact box to complete the paragraph
Topic sentence: Megacities are severely affected by pollution in its various forms – water, air, and solid waste. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….…………………..
Fact box:

· Air pollution is a major problem in Mexico City, where regular temperature inversions push air pollution downwards.

· Rubbish collection is an ongoing problem in squatter settlements, because local governments do not provide services in these areas.

· Dumping of waste into local waterways impacts on squatter settlements, because they do not have access to fresh, clean piped water. 

Paragraph 3: Unemployment - Correct the punctuation, spelling and grammatical errors in the paragraph below. 

High unemployment rates is an major issues affecting mega-cities. Many people are forced to create there own work such as shoe-shining and, rubish pickin. The informal sector maes up a large proportion of the enconomy in mega-cities. The result of this are that those employed in the informal sector do not pay tax on there earnings and as a result governments do not receive suficient funds to be able to provide servises for all of the residence. 

Paragraph 4: Sanitation problems - Write the topic sentence for this paragraph

 …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…
Residents are unable to thoroughly clean their homes and may have to cook their food in dirty water. Piles of rotting rubbish attract rats and other pests which can then pass on diseases and illnesses on the humans. 

Paragraph 5: Social issues - Write a paragraph on social issues in mega-cities

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..……………………………………………………………

Conclusion:

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..………………………………………
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